
East Moline Public Library Centennial Campaign 

100our new home

CENTURY
FOR THE NEXT 



On October 16, 1915, community leaders founded 
what is today the East Moline Public Library. 

As we approach our 100th year of  serving the community of   
East Moline and surrounding areas, we are exploring a Centennial 

Celebration Campaign to build a new library. A library that not only 
honors our past, but assures a solid foundation for future generations. 

Our Story
Your Storyis
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East Moline Public Library (EMPL) offers valuable services to everyone 
from toddlers, job seekers, and seniors, to new immigrants and book club 
members. Our library plays a pivotal role to the future of  our community 
and its economic growth. 

EMPL’s mission is to provide patrons with easy access to a balanced 
collection of  print and non-print materials, helpful services, and interesting 
programs. EMPL staff is here to help the community meet its leisure, 
educational, informational, and recreational needs. 

EMPL’s goal is to expand public awareness of  the library’s services and 
materials, and encourage more East Moline residents to take advantage of  
what’s on offer.
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With limited space and resources, EMPL strives to 
serve our own patrons as well as library goers from 
other Quad-City areas that come to us because 
they prefer our collections and our friendly, and 
knowledgeable staff.

EMPL strives to provide a small town library 
atmosphere, with modern, big city services.

But to continue to do so, we need to grow. EMPL needs a new building. We need 
new programming and the facilities to support them. As well, we need to continue 
to keep up with emerging technologies in order to accommodate the changing and 
growing needs of  our community. 

EMPL is asking, how we can create a new library that will continue to thrive and 
meet our community’s needs for the next 100 years...?

And after consulting with library planners and architects, we have our answer: the 
very best way to meet our patrons’ growing needs is to build a new library. 
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MOVING BEYONDGrowing Pains



5

East Moline Public Library Centennial Campaign 100



Today’s library is no longer just about books. Located just a block from the bus 
stop, the EMPL’s current location is easily accessible to a large number of  low-
income householders, many of  whom rely on services such as free Wi-Fi or internet 
computers in order to connect with friends and family, or to search for jobs.

Many patrons also enjoy the services EMPL provides through partnerships with 
community groups such as citizenship informational classes, Affordable Care Act 
Help, and AARP Tax Aide Preparation.

For others, EMPL is a warm space in the winter, or a cool haven in the summer...a 
place to relax for a few hours. Sometimes, the library is simply a place for people 
to socialize, to talk to the staff and others, perhaps even alleviate a little of  the 
loneliness that can sometimes be part of  life.

EMPL’s Wealth of Resources Is 
this Community’s Future
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When they hear the word “library,” some people imagine 
dusty old rooms, dog-eared card catalogs, and dimly lit 
alcoves...like something out of a Harry Potter movie.

But the world has changed, and so have libraries. EMPL is not the library we were 
twenty-five years ago. Or even the library we were five years ago. We have continued 
to change with the times; we’ve nixed the old card catalogue, and introduced many 
new technologies in order to meet the changing needs of  our patrons.
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WHY ARE PUBLIC LIBRARIESSo Important?



 Fosters childhood development

 Champions opportunities for youth 

 Provides educational opportunities for all

	 Offers	remote	access	to	a	world	of 	opportunities	 
for every member of  the community 

 Acts as a community center for diverse populations

 Helps us embrace and foster diversity

 Acts as a center for the arts

 Provides opportunities for free classes for everyone

Today’s public libraries provide 
many things to many people. 

The modern library...
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Our current building is crowded, and lacks the necessary space to provide the 
growing list of  services our customers require. The furnace and air-conditioning 
systems are antiquated, and would be too costly to refurbish.  

We need to build a new East Moline Public Library. A new library would enable 
us to do everything we’ve already been doing for the community and so much 
more.

A new EMPL will help the community prepare our youth for success, and help 
everyone make sense of  the constantly changing information and technology 
we are presented with.

EXPANDING HORIZONS
Learning, Socializing,  
Surfing the Net
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...A Multi-Media Approach
While EMPL’s mission hasn’t changed, the services we must deliver to accomplish 
our mission has. In the past, books – for entertainment and research – were the 
driving force of  any library. Today, the library must provide a multi-media approach 
to fulfill the public’s needs. 

The library still offers books on loan, but in addition we provide CDs, DVDs, 
computer terminals for Internet access, and Wi-Fi use for education and job 
searches. The library also provides meeting spaces for book clubs, movie nights, 
yoga groups, tax preparation, children’s story hour, craft groups, and other library 
programming.

We would love to do more, offer more programming, author visits, concerts, and 
kick-off some “make culture” workshops. Maker culture emphasizes informal, 
networked, peer-led, and shared learning motivated by fun and self-fulfillment. So 
it is vital that our library be able to provide and expand upon these services for the 
public. 
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THE VERY VARIEDModern Library



...The Cornerstone of 
 the Downtown Core

Our goal is to continue the EMPL legacy. A new library near the current location 
would enable us to remain the cornerstone of  downtown – the core of  the 
community – and provide much needed services to the general public. 

The new EMPL won’t be an expensive, downtown monument. Instead, it will be 
a cost-effective solution to current overcrowding, one that will enable us to expand 
on the wonderful services and partnerships already in existence.
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...Preparing Youth for Success
EMPL’s new, twenty-first century library will be more focused than ever before on 
helping young people in the community. We believe this ought to be a top priority 
at any modern library. 

What better way is there to inspire a thirst for knowledge in young children than to 
expose them to information through books and a variety of  multi-media delivery 
systems?

Our staff is primed to encourage East Moline’s kids, and help instill in them a love 
of  reading and writing, both of  which will act as building blocks to a world of  
future knowledge. 

With a new building, EMPL will be able to implement programs for young adults 
and teenage patrons, a place where they can socialize, study, work on school 
projects, research information about secondary education, apply for internships, 
and to various colleges and universities.
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...New Library Building and Site
Our plan is to construct the new library close to EMPL’s current building, to 
maintain a sense of  continuity, strengthen our link to this neighborhood’s past, and 
foster a sense of  community going into the future.

EMPL’s new, modern library will be approximately 20,978-square-foot facility 
boasting a computer lab, space for personal computer usage, program rooms, 
functional meeting rooms, new workspaces, comfortable seating areas, storage 
space and private office space for library personnel.

The new building will conform with ADA (Americans with Disabilities) guidelines, 
and have plenty of  space for EMPL’s current book collection: a modern collection 
area – adults and children – all of  which offer exciting new opportunities to explore 
a the world through books and multi-media.
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Currently, to deliver services to the public, EMPL’s staff must 
constantly work around the numerous defects imposed by the 

state of the faulty library building. It is impossible to honor our 
mission in the current building.

EMPL’s goal is to implement a $5.5 million Centennial Capital 
Campaign for the construction of  the new East Moline Library. 

Your support will play a key role in building a modern library, 
one that will meet the needs of  the community’s library patrons.

When EMPL moves forward with construction of  the new 
East Moline Public Library, it will be without disruption to our 
current services.

Supporting the new East Moline Public Library will greatly 
improve this community’s ability to serve our youth, provide 
access to information through vital technology, and bring people 
together in a comfortable environment.

The public deserves better.

LET’S CELEBRATE 100 YEARS TOGETHER
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HELP US BUILD EMPLInto a Twenty-first Century Library



James A. Hoffman, President

Imogene Jensen, Secretary

Gerry Baecke

Sheryl Hanson

James Jannes

Nodie Kipp

Steven Strupp

Van Thompson

Jeannine Zmuda

East Moline Library Board
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Laura Long
Director

East Moline Public Library

740 16th Ave 
East Moline, IL 61244

(309) 755-9614

empl.lib.il.us
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